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CHAPTER 9.  FISCAL SERVICES 
 

§601. Legislative fiscal office; creation; purpose 
 

There is hereby created the legislative fiscal office, hereinafter referred to as the office, which shall have for its purpose the 
provision of service, research and technical staff assistance concerning fiscal matters of any kind to the members of the 
legislature and to the committees thereof. 

 
Added by Acts 1973, No. 169, §1, eff. July 1, 1974. 
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§602. Legislative fiscal officer; office created; compensation

There is hereby created the office of legislative fiscal officer which shall be the chief executive office of the legislative fiscal 
office. The legislative fiscal officer shall be elected by the favorable vote of a majority of the elected members of both 
houses of the legislature, after having been interviewed by the House Appropriations Committee and the Senate Finance 
Committee and recommended for employment by the legislature by a majority vote of each such committee. He shall be a 
graduate of an accredited college or university with training in fiscal matters or shall have at least ten years experience in 
fiscal affairs of the state, shall take an oath of office and shall have general administrative control over the operations and 
functions of the office subject to the policies and directives of the legislature and of the Joint Legislative Committee on the 
Budget. He shall not be a member of the legislature. He may be removed by a majority vote of the elected members of both 
houses of the legislature. Any vacancy occasioned by death, resignation, or otherwise, which occurs while the legislature is 
not in session, shall be filled on a temporary basis by the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, until such time as such 
vacancy shall be filled by the legislature as herein provided. The salary of the legislative fiscal officer shall be established by 
the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, by majority vote of each house as prescribed by the statute creating the Joint 
Legislative Committee on the Budget. 

Added by Acts 1973, No. 169, §1, eff. July 1, 1974. Amended by Acts 1974, No. 427, §1, emerg. eff. July 12, 1974; 
Acts 1978, No. 357, §3; Acts 1981, No. 834, §1, eff. July 1, 1981. 
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§603. Duties and functions

Subject to the general direction and supervision of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, the Legislative Fiscal 
Office shall have the following duties and functions: 

(1) To develop and make available to the legislature and its committees such fiscal information as will assist the legislature 
or any legislative committee in its deliberations with the view of pointing out unnecessary programs, projects, and functions; 
calling attention to inefficient and uneconomical practices; monitoring, reviewing, and analyzing the performance of state 
agencies; making recommendations for improvement; and carrying out other similar functions.

(2) To continuously review existing and proposed programs and budgets of state agencies.

(3) To review and evaluate requests for appropriations, including proposed plans and policies related to such requests, and 
make presentations to the House Appropriations Committee, the Senate Finance Committee, and the legislature in relation 
thereto.

(4) To analyze the annual budget prepared by the executive branch and make recommendations to the legislature and 
committees with respect thereto.

(5) To conduct other studies and perform other duties which may be of assistance in directing the financial affairs of the 
state.

(6) To perform, at the direction of either house or any committee thereof, in-depth studies of programs or statewide policies 
including studies of a program's accomplishments, the manner in which a program's appropriation has been expended, and 
the future direction of a program.

(7) To analyze and make recommendations reflecting capital budget requests.

(8) To make continuous short and long range studies of projected revenues and expenditures.

(9) To answer the fiscal information requests of individual legislators to the extent practical.

(10) To evaluate legislative proposals for fiscal effect and provide fiscal notes.

(11) To provide to the extent possible information services for other legislative staff.

(12) To provide to the extent possible fiscal staff services to nonfinance legislative committees supplemental to other staff 
services.

(13) To participate in interagency staff activities.

(14) To make recommendations to the legislature with respect to procedures and policies to effectuate legislative 
performances of the functions of budget analysis and review, capital budget study, fiscal policy, fiscal research, 
departmental operation, efficiency within state government, and other problems and matters related thereto.

(15) To report to the legislature annually with respect to its activities and at such other times as the Joint Legislative 
Committee on the Budget or the legislative fiscal officer deems appropriate.

(16) To carry out all directives issued by either house or committees thereof.

(17) The Legislative Fiscal Office shall submit a report on or before May 1 of each year to the legislature on each professional, 
personal, and consulting service contract included in the recommendations of the Joint Legislative Budget Committee.

(18) To develop and maintain a comprehensive information system on the receipt of revenues by local governmental subdivis- 



ions and political subdivisions from local, state, and federal sources, as well as the expenditure of these revenues and to 
submit a summary of this information annually to the legislature. 

(19) At the request of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget, to review final judgments against the state after funds 
have been appropriated for payment, to attempt to determine in certain cases selected by the committee whether or not any 
remedial action has been or should be taken to prevent a like suit, including but not limited to repairs, use of different 
equipment or supplies, discipline of an employee or changes in agency policy, and to make recommendations to the 
committee for appropriate action.

(20) The Legislative Fiscal Office shall review the proposed executive budget for the ensuing fiscal year and report to the 
Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget whether the budget recommends appropriations out of the state general fund and 
dedicated funds for health care as contained in Schedule 09, Louisiana Department of Health, and for higher education as 
contained in Schedule 19, Higher Education and Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center Health Care Services 
Division, in amounts less than the appropriations for either purpose as contained for the same schedules in the 
existing operating budget for the current fiscal year as of the day the executive budget is submitted to the Joint Legislative 
Committee on the Budget. Within seven days of the governor's submission of the executive budget to the Joint Legislative 
Committee on the Budget pursuant to R.S. 39:37, the Legislative Fiscal Office shall prepare and submit such report to the 
governor and the legislature. 

Added by Acts 1973,  No.  169, §1,  eff. July 1, 1974. Amended by Acts 1975,  No.  414, §1; Acts 1981,  No.  834, §1,  eff. 
July 1, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 871, §2; Acts 1982, No. 372, §1; Acts 1984, No. 845, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1465, §1, eff. July 15, 
1997; Acts 2013, No. 
424, §1. 
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§603.1. Mandated health insurance benefits; impact reports

A. Every bill, joint resolution, and simple or concurrent resolution which will require health  insurers,  health  maintenance
organizations, or preferred provider organizations to offer mandated benefits or mandated options to its insureds, enrollees, or
subscribers shall have attached to it prior to its consideration by any committee of either house of the legislature, unless the
committee otherwise decides, an impact report which shall include a reliable estimate of the negative or positive fiscal effect
of such measure, including both its costs and savings. An impact report shall not constitute a part of the law proposed by the
measure to which it is attached.

B.(1) The author of a measure requiring an impact report shall be responsible for obtaining the  report from the  legislative 
fiscal  officer either directly or through the staff of the house in which the author serves. 

(2) In addition, the chairman of the committee to which such measure is referred may request  such  a report  from  the
legislative fiscal officer immediately upon referral of the measure and the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House
of Representatives may request such a report upon introduction of the measure.

(3) The legislative fiscal officer shall be responsible for obtaining, directly or through another agency, through a  political
subdivision or agency thereof, through the proponents and opponents of the measure, or through the  health  actuary  of  the
Department of Insurance, the information necessary to complete an impact report from the agency or political subdivision
or agency thereof best suited to furnish the information in the judgment of the legislative fiscal officer.

C. The impact report shall be factual, brief, and concise, and shall provide an estimate in dollars of the immediate and
long-range fiscal effect of the measure. If no dollar estimate is possible, the impact report shall set forth the reasons
therefor. An impact report shall not contain reference to the merits of the measure.

D. As used in this Section, "health insurer" shall include any entity which issues a hospital, health, or medical expense
insurance policy, hospital or medical service contract, employee welfare benefit plan, health and accident insurance policy,
or any other insurance contract of this type, including a group insurance plan and a self-insurance plan.

Acts 1997, No. 1481, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1220, §1. 

http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=84166 5

http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=84166


§604. Powers

The legislative fiscal officer and members of the staff of the legislative fiscal office shall have the power to inspect and 
make copies of any books, records or files of all departments, institutions and subdivisions  of  the  state,  and  any  and  all 
instruments and  documents pertaining to the function of the legislative fiscal office. In addition, the legislative fiscal 
officer and members of the staff shall have the power and authority to inspect all records which are classified as 
confidential by any of the laws of the state, but shall be required to maintain confidentiality of such records except for the 
purpose of developing general statistics and program evaluations of the operations of the state agencies. 

Added by Acts 1973, No. 169, §1, eff. July 1, 1974. Amended by Acts 1975, No. 414, §1. 
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§604.1. Budget requests; executive budget; submission to fiscal office

The budget requests or statements of various budget units submitted to the governor and any budget statement prepared by 
the commissioner of administration as provided in R.S. 39:33 shall be submitted for informational purposes each year to the 
Legislative Fiscal Office on the same day that such  statements  are  submitted  to  the  governor  as  prepared  by  the 
commissioner of administration. 

Added by Acts 1980, No. 296, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1403, §1, eff. July 1, 1997. 
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§604.2. General Appropriation Bill; reports of enhancements, reductions, and means of finance substitutions; availability of
such reports

A. The Legislative Fiscal Office shall analyze the General Appropriation Bill and shall issue a report as soon as possible
upon each step of the progress of the bill through the legislative process regarding major enhancements and increases
compared to the previous year's budget, major reductions compared to the previous year's budget, and means of finance
substitutions compared to the previous year's budget. For purposes of this Section, the phrase "each step of the progress of
the bill through the legislative process" shall mean the original General Appropriation Bill as introduced, the engrossed
General Appropriation Bill after report by the House Committee on Appropriations, the General Appropriation Bill as
finally passed by the House of Representatives, the General Appropriation Bill with adopted Senate Committee
Amendments, the General Appropriation Bill with adopted Senate Floor Amendments as finally passed by the Senate, the
proposed conference committee report on the General Appropriation Bill, and the General Appropriation Act, as the case
may be.

B. Immediately upon completion of each report required by this Section, the legislative fiscal officer shall transmit a copy
to each member of the legislature via electronic mail and shall make each report available on the website of the Legislative
Fiscal Office. In addition, the legislative fiscal officer shall make each report required by this Section available to the
appropriate legislative officers who shall ensure that the reports are easily accessible by the public through the joint
legislative website as information linked to the General Appropriation Bill.

Acts 2013, No. 307, §1. 
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§605. Employees; salaries; warrants

A. The legislative fiscal officer shall appoint and remove all professional, research, technical, clerical, and other necessary
employees and shall fix all salaries upon the recommendation of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.  All
members  of  the  professional, research, or technical staff shall be full-time employees.

B. All salaries of employees and operating expenses of the legislative fiscal office and of the legislative fiscal officer shall
be paid upon warrants signed  by  the  legislative fiscal officer and his  principal assistant;  provided that  whenever  any
warrant, voucher, or check is  in excess of one thousand dollars, it shall be signed by the legislative fiscal officer  or his
principal assistant and the chairman of the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.

C. The Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget shall be the governing council of the legislative fiscal office for
purposes of rules and regulations adopted by the legislature to govern expenditure of legislative funds and related matters.

Added by Acts 1973, No. 169, §1, eff. July 1, 1974. Amended by Acts 1975, No. 414, §1; Acts 1978, No. 357, §3; Acts 1981, 
No. 834, §1, eff. July 1, 1981. 
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§606. Assistance and cooperation of other agencies; boards; use of facilities

All of the agencies, boards, commissions and departments of the state and of any of its political subdivisions are hereby 
directed  to assist the office in its work and  to  furnish  such information,  reports, aid,  services and  assistance as  may be 
requested, all without  any cost or charge of any nature to the office. The facilities of the state library and of Louisiana State 
University shall be made available for use by the office. It shall be the duty of the attorney general to give assistance to the 
office and to render his opinion in writing on any subject requested by the legislative fiscal officer. 

Added by Acts 1973, No. 169, §1, eff. July 1,  1974. 
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§607. Domicile; agency offices 
 

The legislative fiscal office shall be domiciled in the State Capitol Building in Baton Rouge, and adequate space for its staff, 
library and equipment and the performance of its services and functions for the benefit of the legislature shall at all  times be 
provided therein, such  space to be in as close proximity to the chambers of the two houses of the legislature as is feasible. 

 
Added by Acts 1973, No. 169, §1, eff. July 1, 1974. 
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§608.  Responsibility to legislature; operating funds

A. The legislative fiscal office is  a  service  agency  of  the  legislature and  in  every  aspect of  its  functions,  duties  and 
operations shall  be responsible solely to the  legislature  and  to  no  other  branch  of  the  state  government  or  any  board, 
commission, department or agency or official of any other branch of the state government.

B. The funds for the operations of the legislative fiscal office, over and above such funds as are now or may hereafter be made 
available    by law or otherwise, shall be appropriated by the legislature from the state general fund from year to year and shall be 
included in and constitute a separate item in the act appropriating funds for the expenses of the legislature and its committees. In 
addition, the presiding officers of each of the houses of the legislature shall have authority to expend, or to pay over to the 
legislative fiscal office for expenditure, out of any funds available to either or both of them such amounts as are necessary to 
provide supplementary funds for the purpose of fully carrying out any one or more of the functions of the legislative fiscal office 
for the benefit of the legislature, its members and committees.

C. The books and records of the legislative fiscal office shall be subject to audit by the legislative auditor. 

Added by Acts 1973, No. 169, §1, eff. July 1, 1974. 
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